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Plan

1. Theory | Social acceleration, the theory of the accident, and urban planning

— How was the physical space adapted to faster societies?

2. Examples | Social inequalities in fastness and slowness

— Expectation and (dis)ability to accelerate/decelerate.

3. Policies | Slowdown policies and/or democratic participation?

— The Gilets Jaunes movement/contentious and controversies around speed.

4. Practice | GPS data analysis : ...

%
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zT he Plot:

* A paradoxical country? ...07...

Jetzt Sicherp:

fi : 5
Bayern gehért jetzt zu Berlin. | =50

bei der gyg;

WEILWIR DICH LIEBEN.

Mehr Infos findest du unter BVG.de/Deutschlandticket

« réf.: Berliner BVG
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zT he Plot:

* A paradoxical country? ...07...

Jetzt sichern; Luxury Driving Tour of Germany and Austria

Bayern gehért jetzt zu Berlin. = Deutt.-if(';'ta"d' & Oktoberfest Package

beij der BV
. . . G! ) .
Fiir 49 € in Berlin und ganz Deutschland fahren f Salzburg - Lake Fuschl +~ Garmisch-Partenkirchen - Lake Tegern

B= UsD - from $14,490 per person*

*Based on two guests per vehicle and in a shared room. Download our tour brochure for full pricing and itinerary.

réf.: HunterMoss T

WEILWIR DICH LIEBEN.

Mehr Infos findest du unter BVG.de/Deutschlandticket

« réf.: Berliner BVG
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zT he Plot:

* A paradoxical country?

EU POLICY | 25 July 2023 © 16:07

Autobahn speed Llimit would cut carbon

"etzt SiChern:

o0 ° S D
Bayern gehort jetzt zu Berlin. " e"tt,.sc;’;'tand-

bei der yg;

and bring €1bn in benefits, study says
00000

fahren. ||

e
iAok ﬁ:

réf.: CarbonBrief T

—  Why is (limiting) speed so controversial for

urban policies and design?

WEILWIR DICH LIEBEN.

Mehr Infos findest du unter BVG.de/Deutschlandticket
<« réf.: Berliner BVG
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1 : Speed and the city
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réf: Reddit ¥

* (Cities, speed, and modernity

“I tell you straight: a city made for speed is made

for success.”
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plan for Paris, a few buildings in the middle of your highway buddy
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1 : Speed and the city

réf: Reddit ¥

é [ r/fuckcars < ilya3a

" hairy_ass_eater

Another banger from Le Corbusier

* (Cities, speed, and modernity

r/walkabletowns « ily a3 a

Le Corbusier's plan for Paris, a few buildings in the middle of your highway buddy

“I tell you straight: a city made for speed is made

for success.”

— We need solutions to meet the speed

challenge of the “machine age”.

— Functional urbanism/architecture
(instrumental rationality) to deliver

quality of life.
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Had Le Corbusier’s sketch for the colonial capital of Addis Ababa been realized, it
would have been one of the most ruthlessly planned cities of the twentieth century.
On the 19th of August 1936 (a mere three months after the conquest of Addis
Ababa), Le Corbusier wrote to Mussolini to offer his technical services and to
comment on the appropriate design for the new cities of Africa Orientale Italiana, the
Italian colonial empire. The design, which accompanied the letter, would show “how
a city for modern times is born”, as the famous architect put it. (Woudstra, 2014)

1 il e pmtCIert Al oae Ay st

‘“As it is the motor-car that has completely overturned all
our old ideas of town planning, I thought of interesting
the manufacturers of cars. I saw the heads of the
Peugeot, Citroén, and Voisin companies and said to
them: The motor has killed the great city. The motor must
save the great city. (Le Corbusier, 2007)
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1 : Speed and the city

réf.: Architectural Review 1

» Cities, speed, against modernity

1o 777 (1975) —
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1 : Speed and the city

* (Cities, speed, against modernity
— Paul Virilio (1932 — 2018), French master

glassmaker, architect, urbanist, philosopher,

photograph (and whistleblower?).
— One of the most prominent (French) theorist of

the relationship between space, speed and

modernity.

— Radical critic of social acceleration (“if time is

money, then speed is power”).
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1 : Speed and the city

« Cities, speed, against modernity

“Speed has always been the advantage and the privilege of the hunter
and the warrior. Racing and pursuit are the heart of all combat. There
is thus a hierarchy of speeds to be found in the history of societies, for
to possess the earth, to hold terrain, is also to possess the best means to
scan it in order to protect and defend it. Real-estate property is linked,
directly or indirectly, to the faculty of its penetration and [...] a place

changes in quality according to the faculty with which it can be
crossed. [...] the arrival of a new infrastructural-vehicular system

always revolutionizes a society in overthrowing both its sense of
material and its sense of social relationships — thus the sense of the

entire social space.” (Virilio, 1975, p.19)
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1 : Speed and the city

« Cities, speed, against modernity
— Three dimensions of his critique of speed:
— Feelings : we are losing the social and political qualities from our bodies.
— Technology : new ICT act the divorce between space and time.
— Instantaneity : places around the world are increasingly looking alike (no more heterotopia).
— Dromology = Virilio’s conceptualization of speed = theory of the accident.

— Architecture and urbanism as solution (similar to Le Corbusier).
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1 : Speed and the city

» Cities, speed, against modernity

— Some spatial principles to mitigate speed/social acceleration:

9

I 1 d

Architecture Principe (with Claude Parent).
“Oblique” architecture: make use of the grade.
Architectonic resistance: restore fundamental units (true time).

Urbanism = architectured place rather than architectural project.

g

<« réf.. Parent (2024)

T véf: Sander (2022)
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https://souslesjupesdelametropole.wordpress.com/2013/11/26/vivre-a-loblique-claude-parent/
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1 : Speed and the city

* The theory of social acceleration
— Many more social/cultural
theories and histories of speed
and/or acceleration (Deleuze &

Guattari, Rosa, Latour, Glezos,

Tomlinson).

1850 -1930 Steam locomotives averaged 65 mph and steam ships averaged 36 mph

— Rosa : social acceleration is the

founding principle of “late” e

1960s Jet passenger airceaft 500-700 mph

modernity.

T #6f: Rosa (2003) —>
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1 : Speed and the city

réf: Rosa (2005) ¥
« The theory of social acceleration Forces motrices de l'accélération | : la spirale de I'accélération
— Why are we lacking (free) time despite 1. AccalEration
increased speed potentials? technique
— The spiral of social acceleration:
— Technological acceleration (e.g.,
ICT, transportation modes, etc.). 1 Dimensions 2
] ) de I'accélération sociale
— Acceleration of social change
(e.g., pace of innovations,
revolutions, etc.).
— Acceleration of the pace of life 3. Accélération P 2. Accélération
: : du rythme de vie du changement social
(e.g., multitasking, burnouts, etc.).
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1 : Speed and the city

* We are facing a social injunction to speed
— The production/consumption of space is reflecting a massive change in norms about speed.
— Vagabond = pathology.
— Nomad = quality/privilege.
— (Neo)liberalism is about the celebration of (some) mobility.
— Speed has become a value for itself but...
— Main characteristic of (late) modernity : speed or uneven speeds?

— Not everyone is able to move fast or to slow down...
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2 : Fast and tedious

 r6f.: Aeroseven réf.: TheGuardian

City slickers Life after the Mirror (and how not to make a million in 12 months). In G2

coriree Si demain vous HE2 :
PARIS/NEW YORK/3h 30 deviez piloter veGuardian
le Concorde,

Concorde ablaze and just
seconds fromdisaster

'VOUS porteriez
une Rolex

A lintérieur du cockpit des Concorde PAN AM,
Il y aura au bras des pilotes une piéce essentielle.
Elle pése 85

0 s r un p d pour une montre. Mais
son boitier Oyster est taillé d
Au coeur de ce blindage s'al me
automatique, officiellement contrdlé. Il indique I'heu
de deux fuseaux horaires, a la fois. Et la date.
travail étan! t & 8 main, Il faut

Alors..si elle n'était pas g
ne volerait pas!

0 Ganesse. At east 17 other

de**Pan American 113 dieas

s expérimentée du monde ; Tt T LT
supersonic slgnaled i tothe ot
jethits the o
ROL ground ‘like 124 Ameicn cloard. ik
o anatomic B SRR R
Hprints.com bomb’ Sepie Rt SERk ke Bl e et

T 16 Rolex
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2 : Fast and tedious

Pour les médicaments,
lavitesse cest la vie. When it comes to medicine, speed is life.

: : In urgent situations, SERNAM’s Express
service is available. The National Courier
Service from SNCF eliminates time loss in
traffic: it goes right to where you are, in the
middle of the city. With a sample of 100
trains, including HSR, SERNAM offers
the fastest delivery to 600 cities. Whether

it’s a bottle of serum, a spare part, or a

cassette, from a few grams to hundreds of
kilograms: SERAM calms impatience.
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http://www.culturepub.fr/videos/sncf-tgv-atlantique-la-croisiere/
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2 : Fast and tedious

Figure 1 —Automation of Sequence of Steps from Security Incident Detection to Security Staff Response

Automating the sequence of steps from situation detection to decision making and action reduces the frequency of lockdowns caused by unattended
baggage at airport terminals, also shortening the duration of lockdowns when they do occur.

Automation

Observation Situation detection Decision making

(data collection) (analytics) (dashboard)

l [ TSecure |
Susplclous susplclous
object person

Multiple J . Tt Informatlon
inputs ¢ 2 ) Feedback [ ATI‘T; J ;hecks
_ 1

3 ]
;5 o ‘—‘,_‘ Location|

‘ Instructlons L/ =¥y |
| . Features
U |“- al ‘

Turn data into Inslghts . o— . " Turn insights into action

NI Inqtification(

réf.: Okita et al. (2020) 3

This work focuses on the movement behaviour. Yakkali et al. (2018) consider the movement of objects in video
surveillance data. Suspicious movement is assumed to occur if a detected object does not move for a number of
frames w.r.t. a reference frame. The approach is applied to the identification of unattended baggage or a theft of
objects. Arroyo et al. (2015) consider suspicious behaviour in shopping malls such as loitering. Humans are
tracked to raise an alarm in the case of an unattended desk with customers. In Aitfares et al. (2016), a method for
detecting suspicious movement of humans is presented. In each frame of the camera data, moving objects are
identified and the displacement vector with respect to the preceding frame is computed. The mean of this
displacement vector is used to judge whether a human moves suspiciously. If the absolute value of the angle
exceeds 90°, the individual is marked.

Al: artificial intelligence

T réf: Milbredt & Rudolph (2020)
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2 Fz}st and teglious

EAT HEALTHY /

REUSE réf.: Rethinking the Future ¥

STAY
ACTIVE

"

SLOW CITIES &

SENSITIVE
ARCHITECTURE

GET AROUuUND
STOCK uPpP

TAKE CARE OF
YOUR HEALTH

ENJOYy THE
’ OuUTDPOORS
BE ENGAGED IN YOUR COMMUNITY e

<« réf.: Creative Commons
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2: Fz}st and teglious

 The ambivalence of speed
— Speed emerges as a renewed topic of social controversy and political debate with important
implication for urban planning.
— To overcome dichotomist understandings of speed, we need to address its cultural dimension.
—  When (and for whom) fastness equates progress or unsustainability?
—  When (and for whom) slowness equates quality of life or conservatism?
— What about a freedom of pace?

— One social movement (contentious politics) was exactly about that...
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

< 1éf: RTS
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* Some key moments to understand the social movement
— 14.11.2018 — the French government maintains the increase of the domestic consumption tax on
energy products (TICPE).
— 17.11.2018 — Act 1 of the movement (300’000 people).
04.12.2018 — the TICPE increase is suspended.

— 15.01.2019 — introduction of the “great national debate”.

\
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* Some key moments to understand the social movement

09.01.2018 — 80km/ h reform on department roads in France.

29.05.2018 — petition on change.org (12°000 signatures in October, >1M in November).
18.10.2018 — J. Mouraud’s video on YouTube (>6M views).

24.10.2018 — G. Coutard’s video on YouTube (the yellow jacket symbol).

14.11.2018 — the French government maintains the increase of the domestic consumption tax on

\J

4Ll

energy products (TICPE).

17.11.2018 — Act 1 of the movement (300’000 people).
04.12.2018 — the TICPE increase is suspended.

15.01.2019 — introduction of the “great national debate”.

\

\

_>
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* The two faces of the movement

—  Video.
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

The two faces of the movement

# The New Yorker

® WearePlanC
The Gilets Jaunes and a Surprise ...

B Le Point
The Yellow Vests (‘Gilets Jaunes’) |...

Le Monde
Gilets jaunes

Gilets jaunes » : I'Etat condamn...

w L'Alsace

we BBC & Radio France
MOBILISATION. Gilets jaunes a Par..

CRS raconte le chaos des "gilets jaun

French Gilets Jaunes: Ministry broken ...
- T ) g 2 & . B T,
B ’.t “‘.k ) " \

~l -
PV LI

=Y.
JA

@3 Capital B Le Soir

@® The Guardian
Aprés les émeutes de Paris, M... La manifestation des gilets jaunes .. Gilets jaunes protesters turn out in ..

= Libération

(G Dreamstime

[ Sud Ouest
16,316 Photos de Gilet Jaune - P...

anniversaire des gilets jaunes... Le « gilet jaune » Manuel Coisne .

B Europe 1

Retour des Gilets jaunes : quatre ans ...
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* The two faces of the movement
— Describing the movement from the outside...
— “Pro-car” : recall what we have seen about the system of automobility.
— “Against the climate” : what about “popular” ecology?
— Describing the movement from the inside...
— Aggregation : professional milieus against “the Macrony”.

— Restructuring : a move to the left of the political spectrum after a few months.
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* The relationship between the movement

<« 1éf: Damien Meyer \

and speed (limits)
— Why mobilizing against a reduction of
10km/h ?

— What does speed (and its limitation)

represents this population?
— How does the discourse and practices

of the Gilets Jaunes contributes to the politicization of speed?
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

* The relationship between the movement and speed (limits)
— Speed 1s a condition of several dimensions of “autonomy” (freedom)...
— Mobility : car dependence in rural places implies multiple and long trips.
— Financial : “ethnoaccounting” and the uncertain cost of automobility for (low income)
households.
— Lifestyle : one’s right to make use of the territory without elite-driven and/or neoliberal rules.

— A social movement for the survival of living conditions asking for spatiotemporal autonomy.

— Requesting more direct democracy.
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

 The government’s response to the movement
— Include the population through the great national debate.
— Collect written or online complaints from Q
citizens. ©
— Make them public. \
— Translate them into ambitious political reforms. o
— Four themes were defined prior to the debate. N
— Green transition. "o )
Taxation. ‘ \'/i ‘

%
— Democracy and citizenship.
%

State and public services.
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3 : Gilets Jaunes case study

 The government’s response to the movement
— Some flaws of the procedure.
— CNDP opt out of the debate (independence/neutrality).
— Contributors were not allowed to start from scratch, but required to answer predefined questions about
the current president’s program (democracy).
— Complaints were not organized based on their relevance/support (objectiveness).
— Sociological composition of (IRL) participants was skewed (representativeness).
— A tactical use of public participation & deliberative democracy.
— Changing the focus in the mainstream media.
Dividing (individualizing) the base of the social movement.

9
— Avoiding the agonistic dimension of (deliberative) politics.
_)

Accelerating (legitimizing) political decisions.
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Conclusion

* Imposing speed (limits) for more sustainable urban policies...
— Speed is controversial in urban policies for its cultural and moral dimensions while also producing
or reinforcing social inequalities.
— Adopting a dichotomist (fast vs. slow) perspective on speed 1s unsuccessful ; one needs to
understand who is expected to go fast or slow and who 1s promoting fastness or slowness.
— Failing to do so could lead to unexpected — but legitimate — social resentment from the population

and to an increased gap between the social and environmental dimensions of sustainable

planning.
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