Systems Approaches for Urban Transitions

URB-401, 4 ECTS, Fall 2025

SYLLABUS

Teaching team: Maria A. Hecher, Claudia R. Binder, Beate Jessel, Simon Montfort

Part Week | Date Teacher | Lecture
Part I: Urban 1 Sep 10 Hecher Introduction to the course
transitions from a Special guest: Poetic transitions in the case of a
systems historical architectural and urban design (Darius
perspective Karacsony)
2 Sep 17 Hecher Systems thinking for sustainable urban transitions
3 Sep24 | Hecher Special guest: Leverage points in the housing
system (Anna Pagani)
4 Oct1 Binder Transition research in urban systems
5 Oct8 Binder Urban metaphors and urban metabolism
Part Il: Social 6 Oct 15 Hecher Socialinnovation and urban niches
perspectivesof | 7 Oct29 | Hecher | Social acceptance in cities
urban transitions
Partlll: Urban 8 Nov 5 Jessel Multifunctional approaches through ecosystem
infrastructure services
and ecology in 9 Nov12 | Jessel Combining green-blue-grey infrastructures: Large-
cities scale approaches (city level)
10 Nov19 | Jessel Combining green-blue-grey infrastructures: Small-
scale approaches (building and neighborhood level)
PartIV: Policy and | 11 Nov26 | Montfort | Multi-level embedding of cities: From global
governance for governance to scope for action in cities
urban transitions | 12 Dec 3 Montfort | Climate solutions in different types of cities
13 Dec10 | Al Special guest: Urban transition processes in
practice (Anton Sentic)
14 Dec17 | Al Presentation City Lab projects




