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Optogenetics project

Closed-Loop optogenetically activated control system for dopaminergic neurons.

Optogenetics is a potent experimental technique that enables precise control over the activity of specific neuronal cells within the brain. It involves the introduction of specialized light-sensitive photoreceptors into targeted cells, rendering them photosensitive and amenable to external manipulation through light exposure. Notably, light-gated ion channels known as opsins, such as channelrhodopsins (ChR2), are delivered into these cells via various methods, including viral vectors or genetic modifications. Opsins respond to specific wavelengths of light by either opening or closing, allowing researchers to modulate neuronal excitation and/or inhibition effectively.

In this project, you are responsible for the optogenetic unit, with the goal of designing upcoming experiments to determine whether a specific cell type within a circuit is essential and uniquely involved in a particular behavioral task.

Your tasks consist of: 
1. Animal Model Selection: We will opt for either mice or rats as the experimental animal model. The choice should align with the specific research objectives and logistical considerations, such as the availability of genetic tools and ethical considerations.
2. Surgical Plan: A well-defined surgical plan is crucial for the precise transfection of the optogenetic compound of your choice. While opting for a viral approach is recommended, this plan must consider the anatomical and physiological characteristics of the chosen animal model, ensuring minimal invasiveness and long-term viability.
3. Targeted Brain Region for Circuit-Specific Manipulation: The selection of the brain region for cell injection should align with the functional network that the study aims to manipulate. This choice requires meticulous consideration of neuroanatomy and prior research on the neural circuits involved in the desired functional output.
4. Observations: The choice of measurement for optogenetic effects must be informed by the specific research goals and may involve behavioral readouts, as well as invasive or non-invasive techniques for monitoring brain activity such as EEG monitoring, fluorescent imaging or fMRI.
5. Translatability: The project's translatability is a primary concern, emphasizing the use of techniques and methodologies that can be applied to human research or clinical applications wherever possible. This includes the exploration of alternative, non-invasive approaches to ensure the broader relevance of the findings.

In summary, this research project aims to leverage optogenetics to modulate behavior and brain signaling through the precise activation of a given cell population. The comprehensive plan outlined here underscores the importance of animal model selection, surgical precision, targeted brain region selection, system implementation, and a focus on translatability to advance our understanding of neural circuitry and potential therapeutic applications.
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