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 The author is the copyright owner of his/her thesis.
 She/he is responsible for its content

• Ordinance on the doctorate
 PhD theses are also subject the “Directive concerning the citing and 

referencing sources of information in written work submitted by 
students” (LEX 1.3.3).
 The author can decide to publish his/her thesis under a Creative 

Commons license. 
 A thesis is considered as a non-commercial publication. 
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/phd/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2.4.0.1_ordinance-EDOC-final_ANGL.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/education/phd/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2.4.0.1_ordinance-EDOC-final_ANGL.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/1.3.3_dir_plagiat_etudiant_an.pdf
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 In copyright laws, every author is a co-author and copyright owner. 
There is no concept of « corresponding author » or « first author ». 
 In many cases, the copyright owner of an article will be the publisher 

because of the “Copyright Transfer Agreement” signed by authors.
 Regarding citation and reuse, there is no essential difference 

between your own work and works created by someone else. 
 Citation is a right for everyone, listed as an exemption in the Swiss 

law. It means a right to cite works and to quote them (small extracts). 
Citation is also an important part of scientific integrity.

Swiss law: Federal Act on Copyright and Related Rights (1992-2023)
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https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1993/1798_1798_1798/en
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 Citation is a right for everyone, but reusing is not.
 Reusing means reproducing a work (or an important part of it) in 

another one. Reusing is not an automatic right: it can be retained by the 
author(s), surrendered to a publisher (in the publishing agreement), or 
defined in a specific license (CC or other).
 Reusing a work often requires a permission formally granted by the 

rights holder. 
 Important : images (figures, illustrations, graphs, etc.) are considered as 

works in themselves.
 You must properly cite the works you are reusing.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 a

nd
 y

ou
r t

he
si

s



Which content do you want 
to reuse ?

Published Unpublished

Reuse content in your thesis



Open Access under 
a CC license*

Public domain
or CC 0

Raw data

Not Open Access

Cite properly
No permission required
*if the CC license doesn’t fit to 
your needs, ask for permission to 
the rights holder.



Ask for permission to the 
rights holder

Via Rights Link
Contact the 

rights holder

Permission not granted or 
no answer*

Permission obtained
Cite properly

* Possible to replace the 
content with a free alternative?



Which content do you want 
to reuse ?

Published Unpublished



Accepted*

Submitted*

Not submitted yet*

Private documents

Research data*

Negociate your publishing 
agreement

Inform your publisher

Check the publisher’s self 
archiving conditions

Deposit in an open 
repository

Ask for permission

* It is recommanded to reuse content that your readers can access. When possible, it is 
better to deposit the content in Infoscience or another open repository (arXiv, Zenodo, etc.).



Do you want to modify ?

Re-do (from 
raw data)

Adapt, translate, 
re-draw, etc.

Cite properly

Ask for permission



Theses made of published articles
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 A thesis containing a compilation of articles published (or submitted for 
publication) in scientific journals is possible on condition that it meets 
certain requirements defined by the Doctoral School :

“A thesis containing a compilation of articles published (or submitted for publication) 
in scientific journals is possible on condition that it contains:
• an introduction that puts the whole thesis into context and gives a global 

objectives of the research to be presented in the thesis (a thesis must have a 
common thread that connects the different papers/chapters together).

• a general conclusion chapter, summarizing the main contributions of the thesis
• a section presenting possibilities for future development of the work presented in 

the thesis

Each section that was, or is to be, published as an article must comprise on its first 
page
• a complete list of authors
• a detailed description of the doctoral candidate’s contribution
• a full bibliographic reference available”

(~40% of EPFL PhD theses used this format in 2024)

https://www.epfl.ch/education/phd/regulations/internal-regulations/faq-end-of-thesis-publishing-support/
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13Creative Commons
CC0 : Public Domain

CC BY : Attribution

CC BY SA : Share Alike

CC BY ND : No Derivative

CC BY NC : Non-Commercial

CC BY NC SA : Non-Commercial + Share Alike

CC BY NC ND : Non-Commercial + No Derivative

More open

More restrictive
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https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Publishing your thesis under a CC license

EP
FL

 L
ib

ra
ry

 

14

 How to apply a CC license to a thesis? 
• The reference to the license must be included in the thesis itself (for example 

on the title page or in the legal notice). The reference must contain at least the 
authors' name, the date of publication and the URL of the license; the CC logo 
is optional (https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/)

 Is it possible to publish a thesis under CC license if copyrighted content 
has been used? 

• Yes, but the copyrighted content should be clearly excluded from the 
application of the license
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https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/


Library Training Team

formations.bib@epfl.ch
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Publish support at EPFL Library

publishsupport@epfl.ch Check our guide : "Publish your thesis while 
respecting copyright rules"
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/180398

Coffee Lecture #15 “Reuse content in my thesis”
https://youtu.be/P3US3tW56rM 

+ our Publishing Support Fast Guides
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/242314
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