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Rate of reaction decreases, because stabilization of the positive charge (carbenium ion) decreases.
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the negative charge cannot be delocalized on the nitro group
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The reaction is a nucleophilic aromatic substitution involving an addition / elimination process.

A is more likely to react than B because its Meisenheimer complex contains one additional
mesomeric form involving the delocalization of the negative charge on the oxygen of the nitro group.



