
How To Take The Best From 
Scholarly Communication 

 
 

 

Pierre Devaud, Pascale Bouton & Noémi Cobolet 

questions.bib@epfl.ch 

 

mailto:formations.bib@epfl.ch
mailto:formations.bib@epfl.ch


1. Doctypes / reviews  
2. Open access 
3. Peer reviewing processes 
4. Impact factor 
5. Search engine / bibliographical database / 

publisher’s website 
  

What is it about? 



1. Doctypes 

The goal of scientific literature is to provide 
accurate, reliable and current information. 
 
• Range of formats 
• Range of audiences 
• Authoritative 
• Contemporary account of a topic 
 

Have a look on… 
the list of scientific publications  
from the National Library of Medicine 
 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html


A. Clinical trials 
B. Research articles 
C. Press releases 
D. Conference papers 
E. Magazine articles 
F. Review articles 
G. Books 
H. Theses 
I. Encyclopedia 
J. Patents 
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Which types of publication  
are specialized (VS popular)? 



Popular 

publications 
Specialized 
publications 

Clinical trials 
Research articles 
Conference papers 
Review articles 
Theses 
Patents 

Press releases 
Magazine articles 
Encyclopedia 

Books 



Which types of publications  
are specific (VS generalized)? 

A. Clinical trials 
B. Research articles 
C. Press releases 
D. Conference papers 
E. Magazine articles 
F. Review articles 
G. Books 
H. Theses 
I. Encyclopedia 
J. Patents 
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Generalized  
publication 

Specific 
publication 

Magazine articles 
Encyclopedia 
 

Clinical trials 
Research articles 
Conference papers 
Theses 
Patents 

Press releases 
Review articles 
Books 
 



Take care of… 

What type of information you need to know 
where to look for it 

 

• Books: generalized & reliable information 

• Articles: specific & current content 

Have a look on… 
the video «Evaluating sources» 
by the Western University Library 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyMT08mD7Ds&index=31&list=PLD43ECDE621C8530F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyMT08mD7Ds&index=31&list=PLD43ECDE621C8530F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyMT08mD7Ds&index=31&list=PLD43ECDE621C8530F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyMT08mD7Ds&index=31&list=PLD43ECDE621C8530F
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1. bis. A review 

Brainstorming 

What does it mean? 

In which context? 

 

 

 
Have a look on… 
the handbook Doing Your Literature 
Review by Jesson & Matheson (2011) 
 

http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL
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http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?fn=search&ct=search&initialSearch=true&mode=Basic&tab=default_tab&indx=1&dum=true&srt=rank&vid=EPFL&frbg=&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=+978-1-84860-154-3&scp.scps=scope:(EPFL_SFX),Primo2Primo_41EPFL


Reading a review provides you to… 

A. Know the unpublished 
material on a subject 

B. Know the main people 
working on a field 

C. Understand  the major 
advances, discoveries, 
current debates in 
several fields 

D. See the significant gaps 
in the research 

E. Evaluate a research 
article in particular 
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Take care of… 

Some journals must clearly be preferred to others, 
because all review articles are not equal in quality 
 
• Reviews from scientific journals 
• Reviews from journals specially dedicated to 

reviews 

Have a look on… 
The option «reviews filter» in Web Of 
Science Core Collection DTB  

http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=Z2VT4VoAqVSkuSlomPm&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=0c2babdd-0faf-415f-aa99-cac9260e51e5


2. Open access 

“OA is the free, immediate, availability on the public 
Internet of those works which scholars give to the world 
without expectation of payment… 
…permitting any user to read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search or link to the full text of these articles, crawl 
them for indexing, pass them as data to software or use 
them for any other lawful purpose”  
   (SPARC, Why Open Access?) 
 

 Have a look on… 
The video  «Open Access explained»  
By PhDcomics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY


Which publications are generally 
under copyright (VS free to users)?  

A. Clinical trials 
B. Research articles 
C. Press releases 
D. Conference papers 
E. Magazine articles 
F. Review articles 
G. Books 
H. Theses 
I. Encyclopedia 
J. Patents 
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Publication  
FREE to users 

Publications under  
COPYRIGHT 

Press releases 
Theses 

Conference papers 
Magazine articles 
Books 

Clinical trials 
Research articles 
Review articles 
Encyclopedia 
 



Take care of… 

Have a look on… 
The ROAD website = Directory of open 
access scholarly resources 

What are your rights to reuse OA publications that 
you can read 
 
• «Free» = gratis (access) + libre (copyright) 
• Licence Creative Commons 
• Educational purposes 

http://road.issn.org/
http://road.issn.org/


3. Peer reviewing 

Have a look on… 
The video « Peer Review in 3 Minutes »  
By libncsu 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/resources/99/Peer-review_The-nuts-and-bolts.pdf


Which types of document  
are peer reviewed? 

A. Clinical trials 
B. Research articles 
C. Press releases 
D. Conference papers 
E. Magazine articles 
F. Review articles 
G. Books 
H. Theses 
I. Encyclopedia 
J. Patents 
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Peer reviewed 
publications 

Not peer reviewed 
publications 

Clinical trials 
Research articles 
Review articles 

Press releases 
Magazine articles 
Conference papers 
Theses 
Books 
Patents 

Encyclopedia 



The impact factor (IF) of an academic journal is a measure reflecting the 
average number of citations to recent articles published in the journal. 
 
Impact factors are calculated yearly starting from 1975 for those 
journals that are indexed in the Journal Citation Reports. 

4. Impact factor 

Have a look on… 
Journal Citation Reports 
on the Web Of Science platform  

https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action


Which types of publications  
have their citations counted? 

A. Clinical trials 
B. Book chapters 
C. Research articles 
D. Press releases 
E. Conference papers 
F. Magazine articles 
G. Review articles 
H. Books 
I. Theses 
J. Encyclopedia 
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Highlighted 
publications 

Non Highlighted 
publications 

Clinical trials 
Research articles 
Review articles 
Conference papers 

Theses 
Press releases 
Magazine articles 
Encyclopedia 
Patents 

Books 



library catalogues 
open archives 

producer | multi-source 
producer | multi-source 

books 

articles 

journals 

thesis 

conference 
papers 

other document types 

Your research tools  
 

Doctypes: 
Examples: 



Take care of… 

Have a look on… 
Our library catalogue = BEAST 

What are inside each tool you use when you 
search information, publication, bibliographical 
references… 
• Search engine = a lot of ressources but… 
• Bibliographical database = citations 
• Publisher’s website = full-text documents 

http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=EPFL&prefLang=en_US
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=EPFL&prefLang=en_US
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=EPFL&prefLang=en_US
http://beast-epfl.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=EPFL&prefLang=en_US


Keep track of your findings 
 with Zotero 

Collect 

Manage 

Create 
bibliographies 

Share 



INSTALL 

According  
to your browser… 

https://www.zotero.org 

Sync your Zotero library  
to access it from anywhere 



COLLECT 

Easy to grab an item 

Zotero identifies automatically  
a lot of document types 

Save several items at once 



MANAGE 

Library + collections 

References of the current collection 

Reference metadata 



CREATE YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Highlight one collection  
or a selection of items 

Right-click to create a bibliography 

Select your citation style 

Save as a file /copy to clipboard 



SHARE 

Create your own group 

Set up the group  

Invite members 



CONTACT 

library.epfl.ch 

questions.bib@epfl.ch 
021 693 21 56 
Library desk: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 



Credits 
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under SIL Open Font License. 
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